


THE PODIUM. An elevated platform used by an orchestra conductor,

a public speaker or a leader. A platform raised above the surrounding level to give prominence to 

the person on it like the platform of three different levels used during awarding ceremonies for 

athletes winning first, second and third places.

All of these definitions connect to the work we wish to accomplish as a Public Communications Of-

fice and as the sports agency of the government. To reach out to the public and let them know about 

the work and mandate of the Philippine Sports Commission (public speaker), to provide directions 

on sports development (leader) and to honor the achievements of Filipino athletes.

We at the PSC’s “Podium” commit to doing our very best to write about inspiring stories in sports 

that would continue to fan the embers of sports interest in our consciousness into a raging

fire of sports dedication we hope to light up in your hearts.

This issue’s cover story brings hope to all Filipino athletes to realize 
their long-time dream of finally having a state-of-the-art Philippine 

Sports Training Center (PSTC).

With the support coming from President Rodrigo R. Duterte, the 
Senate, the Provincial Government of Bataan, and the Philippine 

Sports Commission, this dream is now possible. Unity will go a long 
way to transform Philippine sports for the better.

The PSTC will soon become a silent but steady witness of all sacrifices 
our Filipino athletes gives for their goals.

With this huge development, the future of Philippine sports shines 
even brighter!

THE PODIUM is the official quarterly publication of the Philippine Sports Commission
with editorial officeat RMSC Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. Malate, Manila Philippines. 1004.

The editors welcome sports stories from contributors from all over the country.
Please send your articles with your name, address and contact number to pco@psc.gov.ph
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION

A little over a year after its enactment into law on February 
14, 2021 Republic Act 11214, the Philippine Sports Training 
Center (PSTC) of the Philippine Sports Commission (PSC),  
finally finds a home in Bataan.  The local government turned 
over 250,000 square meters of land property located in Bagac. 
In four years, the physical building is expected to rise on this 
area and start catering to talented and potential-laden athletes. 

In many ways, this development is literally and figuratively 
laying down the foundation for the future of Philippine sports.  

The donation of land and the agreement between Bataan and 
PSC, makes it possible to start building the concrete PSTC – to 
start laying down the ground and foundation of the buildings in 
which our athletes will hone and better their skills.

The different agencies coming together to make this a reality, 
from the proposal, crafting of provisions, approvals of the law 
to the finalization of its location and donation of property is a 
picture of a well-coordinated body working towards a common 
good.

This bids well for Philippine sports. With cooperation, sincere 
care, and united efforts we lay a strong foundation for a better 
Philippine sports to stand on.

M OV I N G  F O RWA R D
We come to the midmark of 2021 still in a state of pandemic. I am sure that since we said hello to the 
year, many things have happened, hopefully more joys than sorrow.

At the Philippine Sports Commission, we are happy to be able to present you this second quarter issue 
which chronicles our efforts to continue our work despite the crisis, lockdowns, limitations, restrictions 
and prohibitions.

Let us tell you about the Philippine Sports Training Center, which after some years is finally taking 
shape with the signing over of the land from the local government of Bataan.  The training 
center of our athletes finally has a property to build its foundation on.  We truly 
grateful for this. This achievement is a collective effort of many government 
agencies which are all united in the hope of giving a better facility for our very 
talented athletes.  This long time dream is taking shape.

We continue to prepare for both the 32nd Tokyo Olympics and the 31st 
Southeast Asian Games.  

We have  19 qualifiers in the Olympics, 19 shots at the long-desired, 
wished for, dreamed of Olympic gold.  At the SEAG, we are making every 
possible way to provide our national athletes a way to resume more rigid 
training to prepare them to defend our hard-won overall championship.

On the grassroots front, the PSC continues it efforts for our indigenous 
peoples and women in sports.  

We also tell you the stories about our military athletes, partnership with other 
government agencies and other activities which made our second quarter busy 
yet fulfilling.

I have always mentioned this in my conversations with different people, the PSC 
is a small agency with a gargantuan task of ensuring the continued 
progress of sports in all levels of participation of the Filipino 
people.  While the tasks can be exacting, it can also be 
inspiring, especially when you see your athletes grow 
from grassroots to the top of elite sports. Many 
of them have rose from the grassroots, going 
through different programs of the PSC like the 
Batang Pinoy and Philippine National Games 
before joining the national team and now 
representing the country in the grandest 
athletic stage in the world.

I am a teacher and coach by heart, I have 
learned to recognize how small wins build 
confidence and fuel productivity among 
my athletes.  I know that this is the same 
way for Philippine sports. Whether by 
small steps or leaps and bounds, for as 
long as we are moving forward, our 
efforts will eventually get us to our 
destination. My heart is happy.
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For half a year now, over 10,000 registered 
participants from various demographics have 
gathered together online in the National Sports 

Summit (NSS) 2021.
 
The NSS is a three-phase project of the 

Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) which was made 
possible during the time of the community quarantine 
caused by the COVID-19 crisis when all of the sports 
agency’s face-to-face programs were postponed.

 
“We are still blessed that despite the many 

restrictions, we were able to come up with this online 
program that allowed us to connect and converse 

with stakeholders from different parts of the country,” 
said NSS Project Director Marc Edward Velasco.

 
NSS takes off from the first Sports Summit in 

Baguio City held way back 1992 and the other sports 
conferences from then.  

The NSS aims to craft a new set of resolutions 
that can be useful to our lawmakers in creating and 
implementing guidelines for the development of 
sports in the country.

We are 
still blessed 
that despite 

the many 
restrictions, 

we were able 
to come up 

with this online 
program that 
allowed us to 

connect and 
converse with 

stakeholders 
from different 

parts of the 
country”

“ WHERE WE ARE NOW

NSS is being held every 
Wednesday through the video 
conferencing platform Zoom. 
Each week, NSS features different 
sports topics presided over by 
key figures and sports experts to 
provide an in-depth understanding 
and promote awareness as well 
as provide solutions to the present 
situation of sports.

Since its launch in January, 
the NSS has completed twelve 
sessions during the second quarter 
of the year.

Four sessions were 
accomplished in Batch 3 of the 
Sports Conversations phase namely 
‘The Role of Philippine Olympians 
in furthering Philippine Sports’ 
presented by President of the 
Philippine Olympians Association 
Akiko Thomson-Guevara (April 14), 
‘Making a Mark through Sports’ 
by Jiu-Jitsu World Champion 
Meggie Ochoa and POC Athletes’ 
Commission Chairman Nikko 
Huelgas (April 21), ‘Para Athletes 
and Inclusivity in Sports’ presided 
over by 2000 Summer Paralympics 

bronze medalist Adeline 
Dumapong-Ancheta (April 28), and 
a lecture forum on ‘The Main Support 
System of a Filipino Elite Athlete’ 
discussed by Philippine Olympic 
Committee Technical Commission 
Chairman Tomas Carrasco Jr. (May 
5).

 
Another four virtual sessions 

were presented in Batch 4 that 
includes ‘Sports Legislation in the 
Philippines’ with Atty. Alberto C. Agra, 
President of the Pilipinas Obstacle 
Sports Federation (May 12), ‘Sports 
Infrastructure in the Philippines’ by 
UP Diliman College of Architecture 
Prof. Gerard Rey Lico, PhD (May 
19), ‘Business and Sports’ explained 
by Haydee M. Ong of Sol Sporting 
Goods Co. and Head Coach of 
the UST Growling Tigresses and 
Enderun Lady Titans (May 26), and 
‘Public-Private Partnerships’ offered 
by the PSC’s regular partners from 
Otsuka-Solar Philippines Inc. President 
and Managing Director Kohei 
Oyamada, Brand Development 
Manager Nelia Ramos, along with 
Nestle Philippines Inc. Assistant Vice 
President of Marketing Lester Castillo 
(June 2).

 

The fifth batch opened 
with a lecture forum on ‘Women 
in the World of Sports’ led by Karen 
Tanchanco-Caballero, President 
of the Pilipinas Sepaktakraw 
Federation Inc. last June 9, 2021. 
Caballero encouraged women to 
be empowered and stressed the 
role of women as an ally and not 
a competitor to men in achieving 
sports excellence.

 
Three more topics summed 

up the fifth batch including ‘Sports 
and Our Indigenous Peoples’ 
presented by Philippine Sports 
Institute Dean of Sports Education 
Prof. Henry C. Daut (June 16, 
2021), ‘Religion, Ethics, and Sports’ 
by Doctor of Humanities Honoris 
Causa Br. Carlito Gaspar CSsR (June 
23, 2021) and ‘Professional Sports 
in the Philippines’ with Chairman 
Abraham Mitra of the Games and 
Amusements Board (June 30, 2021).

LIGHT IN TIMES OF DARKNESS

PSC has been tested by the present crisis, but this National 
Sports Summit is one endeavor which reminds the agency to keep 
moving forward.

 
“We are trying to adapt to the times because cannot just 

give up. This is for all our stakeholders, partners from LGUs, and all 
other sports-interested parties,” explained PSC Chairman William 
Ramirez.

 
“We are doing all of this for our youth who will one day 

become the future leaders of this country. This is our way of 
leaving a useful legacy and ensure that the future of sports is a 
much better ground than our generation walked on.” added the 
sports agency chief.

 
The COVID-19 pandemic may have changed the time, 

but the sports agency will continue its mission to serve every 
Filipino and Philippine sports.

BY: ARIANNE V. MALLARE

NSS Project Director Marc Edward Velasco
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“Despite many 
uncertainties, the 

national team can be 
certain that we are 
working very hard to 
make sure they are 

prepared to defend our 
title.”

These were the words 
of Southeast Asian Games Chef 
de Mission and Philippine Sports 
Commission Commissioner 
Ramon Fernandez, as the PSC 
starts its preparations for the 
upcoming 31st SEA Games slated 
in Vietnam.

Top of the agenda were 
training prospects of the national 
team as several sports face 
challenges on venues to hold their 
own safe training camps. In the first 
meetings with Team Philippines’ 
working group last April, Fernandez 
informed the group that the PSC 
board is open to partnering with 
local government units which 
would be willing to “adopt” teams 
to train in their areas.

Awaiting the approval 
of the Inter-Agency Task Force 
on Emerging 
I n f e c t i o u s 
Diseases (IATF-EID) 
on the resumption 
of training, the 
PSC decided 
to approved 
the line-up of 
Southeast Asian 
Games (SEAG) 
bound sports.

Athletes 
of SEAG bound 
sports and the rest 
of the national 
team received 
a l l o w a n c e s 
retroactive to 
February. An advisory to national 
sports associations was issued 
for the immediate submission of 
necessary documents, as part of 
the government agency’s regular 
accounting and auditing rules.

Athletes in 

Olympic-bound sports were first 
to receive their allowances which 
were released on March. Their 
allowances continued through 
January, which is evaluation 
season, since training continued 
for them. More than 50 athletes 
underwent bubble training in 
the first quarter, as part of their 
preparations for the quadrennial 
in Tokyo.

“It took a while to go 
through the reassessment of our 
more than 1,300 strong national 
team. We have to also follow 
requirements and policies since 
we are using government funds, 
but it is now done and subsequent 
processes have been started,” 
explained PSC Chairman William 
Ramirez.

The PSC also continued 
to support the preparations of 
different sports, despite heavy 
budget cuts.  Almost P4 Million 
was approved to fund the boxing 
team’s joint training camp in 
Thailand, which includes almost 
P1.2 Million in quarantine fees.

The karate team’s 
Olympic training camp in Turkey 
got P5.9 million in financial support.  
Several qualifying competitions of 

the Judo team 
are also being 
funded by the 
agency. The 
ongoing 2020 
World Singles 
Qua l i f i ca t i on 
T o u r n a m e n t 
and 2020 Asian 
Qua l i f i ca t i on 
T o u r n a m e n t 
pa r t i c ipa t i on 
of the table 
tennis team in 
Doha, Qatar 
was funded with 
more than P1.3 
million.

On April 15, Fernandez 
met with Philippine Olympic 
Committee (POC) President 
Congressman Abraham Tolentino 
and the rest of the working group, 
and agreed to seek the help of 
local government units on the 
preparation of projected 700-man 

delegation for Team Philippines.

The group arrived to 
an agreement to formally seek 
the help of LGUs willing to adopt 
teams and sponsor some aspects 
of their training, like venue, meals, 
and billeting.

Tolentino, reminded 
the group that it is key to get the 
Department of Interior and Local 
Government to issue a directive 
on the “godfather-LGU program.” 
He has also committed to adopt 
the sports of cycling 
and skateboarding in 
his district.

Target ing 
July 1 as the start of 
training, Fernandez 
said “we still have 
time to talk to the 
LGUs” adding that he 
is trusting the sense of 
nationalism among 
our people to 
receive this program 
positively since this is 
for national pride.

After extensive 
evaluation, the Joint Administrative 
Order (JAO) No. 2020-0001 on 
Sports has issued supplemental 
guidelines for the conduct of 
bubble training of Philippine 
Team-bound for SEAG.

The signatory 
agencies of the PSC, Games 
and Amusements Board (GAB), 
and the Department of Health 
(DOH) made the joint order which 
applies only to the members of 
the Philippine Team – both for 
contact and non-contact sports 
determined by their respective 
National Sports Association 
(NSA) in close coordination and 
endorsement by the Philippine 
Olympic Committee (POC) or 
Philippine Paralympic Committee 
(PPC) to the PSC. National athletes 
and personnel below 18 years 
old are required to have written 
parental consent.

“We would like to 
thank the government through 
the Inter-Agency Task Force on 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 

(IATF-EID) for approving the JAO 
guidelines. This will boost the 
morale of our national team 
members as they prepare for the 
2021 SEA Games.” said Chairman 
Ramirez.

The bubble-type 
trainings shall be implemented 
under strict supervision and 
monitoring of the PSC Medical 
Scientific Athletes Services (MSAS) 
Unit and JAO-designated Health 
and Safety Officers who will 
continuously monitor the health 

status of all individuals involved 
during and after the activity.

Only areas placed 
under moderate and low-risk 
community quarantine 
classifications can host bubble 
trainings with a maximum number 
of individuals allowed - based 
on the risk assessment of the 
PSC, POC, PPC, and respective 
NSA. Plans and activities must be 
coordinated with the host Local 
Government Unit and Regional 
IATF.

“All these efforts are 
bringing us closer to defending 
or landing a top-three finish in 
this time of a global health crisis,” 
concluded Ramirez.

SEAG Update: The Philippine Olympic 
Committee (POC) announced last 
July 8, that the SEA Games Federation 
unanimously decided on the postponement 
of the biennial event for 2021.

BY JOASH DAVID L. RICANOR

Games of the 
Past, Sports

for Today

This is just the 
kick off of our
IP Webinar
Series this year. 
We are
organizing for 
the next
Webinars for
October.”

“
A total of 500 participants joined the launch of 2021 
Indigenous Sports and Games Webinar Series: Preserving 
and Promoting the Rich Culture of our Ancestors held 
last June 24 via Zoom app.

The Association for International Sports-For-All 
(TAFISA) Secretary-General Wolfgang Baumann 
served as the lone resource speaker in the 
Webinar Series launch.

Baumann presented “Games of the Past - 
Sports for Today: Traditional Sports and Games 
as a tool to counterbalance Globalization in 
Sports.”

Baumann enumerated several threats to 
the traditional sports and games which 
include modernization, neo-colonization, 
and globalization

He also highlighted the contributions of 
the traditional sports and games in the 
promotion of identity and cultural assets, 
innovation of sports, development of 
Sport For All, and the balance between 
Globalization and Localization.

PSC Commissioner Charles Raymond 
A. Maxey, oversight of the Indigenous 
Peoples Games program, was thankful for 
Baumann’s contributions to the activity and 
his insightful presentation.

“This is just the kick off of our IP Webinar Series this 
year. We are organizing for the next Webinars for 

October,” Maxey added.

NCIP executive director Rogelio Bantayan, Jr., also 
graced the Webinar Series.

Among the attendees in the Webinar series launch 
include local government units (LGUs), educators from 

elementary and secondary public and private schools, 
sports stakeholders, and representatives from Indigenous 

Peoples communities. 

With the shift of majority of government’s programs and activities 
to the virtual platforms due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Webinar 

Series was one of the programs organized to continue to reach the 
stakeholders of the PSC’s Indigenous Peoples Games program.

It can be recalled that the PSC also organized the “Webinar on preservation 
of culture and history through indigenous sports and games” in October 2020 in 

conjuction with the observance of October as Indigenous Peoples Month.

The activity is organized in partnership with the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples 
(NCIP). Pocari Sweat sponsored the activity as well.

BY KARLO PAOLO R. PATES

PSC Commissoner Charles Raymond Maxey

“We would like to thank 
the government through 
the Inter-Agency Task 

Force on Emerging 
Infectious Diseases 

(IATF-EID) for 
approving the JAO 

guidelines. This will boost 
the morale of our national 

team members as they 
prepare for the 2021 SEA 

Games.”
PSC Chairman William “Butch” Ramirez



ARIANNE V. MALLARE

A 
long-time dream of every 
Filipino athlete is to have a 
state-of-the-art facility that 
they can call home. And 
finally, this dream can now 

be realized after the Philippine Sports 
Commission (PSC) and the Provincial 
Government of Bataan signed the 
deed of land donation for the creation 
of the Philippine Sports Training Center 
(PSTC).

PSC Chairman William 
Ramirez, Bataan Governor Albert 
Raymond Garcia, and Chairman of the 
Philippine Senate Committee on Sports 
Senator Christopher Lawrence Go 
presided over the signing and turnover 
rites at The Oriental Bataan in Mariveles, 
Bataan on May 18.

Under the Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA), six lots with a land 
area of more or less 250,000 square 

meters situated in the Municipality of 
Bagac in Bataan were donated by the 
province to the PSC to be the venue 
of the PSTC which shall be constructed 
and completed by December 31, 
2025.

“I am so happy and excited 
for this forged partnership with the 
Provincial Government of Bataan. This 
will give our national athletes a new 
home as they continue to bring pride 
and honor to our country,” said Ramirez.

Isa po itong magandang 
project para lalong gumaling ang ating 
mga atletang Pilipino,” declared Gov. 
Garcia.

Meanwhile, Sen. Go 
assured his support to PSTC, “Kapag 
nagtutulungan po ang ating mga atleta 
at ang ating gobyerno ay malayo po 
ang ating mararating. Rest assured na 

suportado po namin itong PSTC.”

The construction of the PSTC 
is institutionalized under Republic Act 
No. 11214. The law seeks “to promote 
and develop sports in the country, to 
achieve excellence in international 
sports competitions, to ensure success 
in the country’s quest to achieve 
competitiveness in the Olympic Games 
and to promote international amity 
among nations,” signed by President 
Rodrigo Duterte in February 2019.

The amount of P3.5 billion 
is appropriated by the law for the 
construction of infrastructure and shall 
be included in the annual General 
Appropriations Act. The said amount 
is necessary to carry out other 
provisions of the Act, particularly for the 
acquisition of the property, construction, 
administration, maintenance, and 
management of the PSTC.

NEXT STEP
 
After the ceremonial signing, the sports agency 

turned over the task to the PSC’s Sports Facilities Division 
(SFD) headed by Senior Sports and Games Regulation 
Officer (SGRO) Engr. Eduardo Clariza.

The group of Clariza conducted an onsite 
inspection last May to personally identify what else should 
be addressed and needed for the creation of the site 
development plan, “Binigyan tayo ng two areas which 
are about 25 hectares. Nakuha na rin namin ung site 
map with directions kung gaano kahaba ung site.” said 
the SFD Acting Chief.

Two of Clariza’s concerns are the water source 
and the fault line in the area to make sure the safety and 
comfort of the national team members since this would 
be their future home away from home.

“Nagrequest na kami ng certification sa status ng 
tubig doon sa area, kung meron o wala. Nag-check na 
rin kami sa fault line sa PHIVOLCS to identify if may fault 
line o wala.” shared Clariza.

The engineer also approved Bagac as a perfect 
ground for the construction of the modern sports hub 
which is away from the busy city. The place is also rich 
in natural resources where nutritious food can be fully 
accessible for the national athletes’ diet meal plan.

“Nasa tuktok ng bundok pero meron ng 
sementadong daan from Bagac to Mariveles, walang 
problema. Ngayon masasabi natin na malayo sa 
main road pero eventually, dadating ang panahon na 
magiging isang ganap na community. Medyo malaki 
at maganda rin ang development sa lugar kaya 
recommended ko talaga na maganda yung location.” 
said Clariza.

FROM VISION TO REALITY

The PSTC is a dream come true for every Filipino 
athlete. This modern sports hub will soon be part of all the 
hardships, sacrifices, and fulfilled dreams of our athletes.

This facility is a perfect training ground that will 
shape and polish the talent and skills of our up-and-coming 
national athletes until they become world-class. 

PSTC is also an added motivation for the national 
team members to carry the Philippine tricolors with pride 
and honor knowing that the government is behind them 
as they work to reach their goals in winning medals for 
the country.
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ATHLETICS – Ernest John Obiena and 
Kristina Knott

Top athletics 
bets Ernest “EJ” Obiena 
and Kristina Knott 
qualified in this year’s 
Olympiad.

 
Obiena is the 

first Filipino athlete to 
qualify in the games. 
He is based in Italy and 
has been exposed to 
world-level competitions 
against best-of-the-best 
pole vault athletes in the 
world including 2016 Rio 
Olympics gold medalist 
Thiago Braz of Brazil.

 
Obiena was able to beat Braz 

twice in separate tournaments in Sweden – 
the Gothenburg Athletics Grand Prix before 
the Olympics in June and in the 2021 Taby 
Stavhoppsgala Street Pole Vault in Stockholm a 
few weeks away from the Olympics. He now 
holds his new personal indoor record of 5.87 
meters – a point zero-six (0.06) better than his 
performance in 2019 where he secured the 
Olympic slot.

 
Knott, the country’s national record 

holder in the women’s 200 meters event will try 
to help the national squad to win the elusive 
gold medal in the quadrennial meet. She won 
four medals – two gold and two silvers in the 
2019 Southeast Asian Games hosted by the 
country.

 
The Fil-American trackster also made 

headlines in 2020 when she made history by 
breaking the 33-year old Philippine national 
record of Philippine Sports Hall of Famer Lydia 
De Vega in the women’s 100-meter dash.

BOXING – Eumir Marcial, Nesthy Petecio, 
Irish Magno and Carlo Paalam

 
Looking back, 

boxing is the most 
bemedalled sport of the 
country when it comes 
to the Olympiad. 5 out of 
10 Olympic medals – two 
silvers courtesy of men’s 
featherweight Anthony 
Villanueva in the 1964 
Tokyo Olympics and 
light flyweight Mansueto 
“Onyok” Velasco in the 
1996 Atlanta games. 
The three bronzes in 
our belt were won by 
men’s bantamweight 
Jose Villanueva (1932 
Olympics in Los Angeles, 
California), men’s 
flyweight Leopoldo 
Serantes (1988 in Seoul, 
South Korea), and 
Roel Velasco (1992 in 
Barcelona, Spain).

 
For this 

year’s Olympiad, 
the Association of 
Boxing Alliances in the 
Philippines (ABAP) has 
the most number of 
Olympians namely 2019 
World Boxing champion 
Nesthy Petecio, world 
boxing silver medalist 
Eumir Felix Marcial, 
veteran Irish Magno, and 
2019 SEA Games gold medalist Carlo Paalam.

 
All four boxers are world-class athletes 

and are touted to have a strong chance of 
winning a medal in the 32nd Olympiad.

 

GOLF – Yuka Saso, Bianca Pagdanganan 
& Juvic Pagunsan

 
T h r e e 

professional golfers will 
banner the country’s 
campaign in Olympic 
golf --  2021 US Women’s 
Open Golf champion 
Yuka Saso, Asian and 
Southeast Asian Games 
gold medalist Bianca 
Pagdanganan and 
Mizuno Open Champion 
of Japan Tour winner 
Juvic Pagunsan.

 
The three 

secured the slots after 
making it into the Top 
60 in the world rankings 
– Saso in number 8, 
Pagdanganan ranked 
44, and Pagunsan in the 
48th spot.

 
Having been 

exposed to high-level 
competitions abroad, 
the country has high hopes that the sport could 
contribute to the country’s medal hunt in Tokyo.

 
GYMNASTICS – Caloy Yulo
 

Small but 
terrible Caloy Yulo is the 
country’s bet in the men’s 
artistic gymnastics.

 
Yulo made 

a historic performance 
in the 2019 World 
Artistic Gymnastics 
Championships in Stuttgart, Germany when 
he topped the men’s floor exercise event. In 
the same year, he won two gold medals and 

ARIANNE V. MALLARE
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Sports can stand even in the most difficult times. This was proven and tested by Filipino athletes. Their sacrifices, 
dedication, and heart for the country can withstand trials even as difficult as a pandemic.
 

Nineteen Filipino athletes from 11 sports will be carrying the Philippine tricolors in this year’s 2020+1 Summer 
Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan.
 
Let us get to know more of our 19 Tokyo Olympians.

five silvers in the 30th Southeast Asian Games 
hosted by the country.

 
In 2018, the 21-year-old Yulo became 

the first Filipino and male Southeast Asian to win 
a medal in the world championships. Yulo won 
bronze in his pet event floor exercise.

 
JUDO – Kiyomi Watanabe

 
Filipino-Japanese judoka Kiyomi 

Watanabe was named the country’s female 
flag bearer in the opening ceremonies on July 
23.

Watanabe who is based in Japan 
made the Olympic cut 
after placing 41st in the 
world rankings of the 
women’s 63-kilogram 
class. Watanabe will try to 
bring all her experiences 
as she steps on the 
quadrennial games for 
the first time.

 
Watanabe is the Philippines’ top 

judoka and has proven her ability several times, 
winning four gold medals in four editions of the 
Southeast Asian Games, the Asian Youth Judo 
Championships gold medal winner in 2014, 
and a silver medalist in the 2018 Asian Games 
in Jakarta, Indonesia.

ROWING – Cris Nievarez
 
National rower Cris Nievarez finally 

broke the 21-year 
absence of a Filipino 
rower in the Olympics.

 
The Atimonan, 

Quezon native became 
the third Filipino rower 
to ever qualify in the 
prestigious multi-sport 
event since Benjie 
Tolentino and now national rowing coach Ed 
Maerina competed in the 2000 Sydney games 
and the 1988 edition in Seoul, South Korea.

 
Nievarez, a gold medalist in the 2019 

SEA Games secured the Olympic pass after 
reaching the semi-final round of the men’s 
singles sculls event in the World Rowing Asia 
Oceania Continental Qualification Regatta 
held in Tokyo, Japan.

 
SHOOTING – Jayson Valdez

 
The country will also have a big 

shot in shooting as Filipino men’s 10-meter air 
rifle specialist Jayson Valdez qualified for the 
games.

 
Valdez booked her Tokyo slot via 

quota system after reaching the minimum 
qualifying score needed for the quadrennial 

meet.
 
He will try to 

recuperate and raise the 
flag well especially for the 
shooting community, nine 
years later since skeet 
shooter Paul Brian Rosario 
competed in the 2012 
Games in London, England.

 
SKATEBOARDING – Margielyn Didal

 
F i l i p i n a 

skateboard athlete 
Margielyn Didal is 
another Olympic 
medal hopeful of the 
Philippines.

 
The proud 

daughter of Cebu City 
who came from a 
humble family crafted her name and made 
the country proud when she became the 
first female street skateboarding champion in 
2018 when the sport was first played in in the 
Asiad held in Palembang, Indonesia.

 
Didal got the Olympic ticket after 

ranking 13th among the Top 20 female street 
skateboarding athletes released by the World 
Skate – the international governing body of 
skateboarding.

 
SWIMMING – Remedy Rule and Luke 
Gebbie

 
N a t i o n a l 

tankers Remedy Rule 
and Luke Gebbie will try 
to add to the country’s 
medal chances as they 
booked their tickers via 
the universality quota 
rule made by the 
International Swimming 
Federation or FINA.

 
Rule, a 

silver medalist in the 
30th biennial meet 
will compete in the 
200-meter butterfly and 
200-meter freestyle 
events while Gebbie will join in the 50 meters 
and 100-meter freestyle competitions.

TAEKWONDO – Kurt Barbosa
 
Filipino taekwondo jin Kurt Barbosa 

made a come-from-behind semifinals win 
against hometown bet Zaid Al-Halawani in 
the men’s 58-kilogram kyorugi class in the 
2021 Asian Taekwondo Olympic Qualification 
Tournament held in Amman, Jordan to officially 
cop the elusive Tokyo Olympic berth.

 

Barbosa, who originated from 
Bangued, Abra, will make his Olympic debut 
carrying his credential as 2019 Asian Open 
Taekwondo champion and 30th SEA Games 
gold medalist.

He will try to 
clinch an Olympic medal 
next to the bronze medal 
finishes of Stephen 
Fernandez and Beatriz 
Lucero during the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics 
when taekwondo was 
played as a demonstration sport.

 
WEIGHTLIFTING – Hidilyn Diaz and 
Elreen Ando

 
Two Filipino female weightlifters in the 

name of now a four-time Olympian Hidilyn Diaz 
and 2019 SEA Games silver medalist Elreen 
Ando will lift the country’s hopes of winning the 
Olympic gold in Tokyo, Japan.

 
Four years 

ago, the Zamboanga 
native Diaz broke the 
20-year-old Olympic 
medal drought of the 
country when she won 
the silver medal in the 
women’s 53-kilogram 
weightlifting category.

On her fourth Olympic stint this year, 
hopes are high that Diaz can return to the 
podium -- this time with a gold.

 
Ando, 22, is following in Diaz’s 

footsteps. Before her Olympics campaign, 
Ando won 2 silvers and 1 bronze medal in 
the 2021 Asian Weightlifting Championships in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan aside also bagged a silver 
medal in the 30th SEA Games.

Ando made 
the Olympic cut after 
clinching the world no. 
12 of the -64kg women’s 
weightlifting category 
of the International 
Weightlifting Federation 
(IWF).

Amid this global health crisis, Filipino athletes will still carry the 
Philippine flag with pride and honor in the opening ceremonies of the 
greatest sports spectacle in the world this July 23.

“This Olympics campaign will be a center of inspiration in 
promoting values, character, and unity among our youth and our 
nation. I’m certainly happy to see and watch athletes develop and 
develop good traits as a leader which they can use not only in this 
Olympics but even in the future.” said PSC Chairman William Ramirez.

The government through the Philippine Sports Commission 
(PSC) fulfilled its duty and has earmarked over Php 46 million in 
supporting the Filipino athletes’ dream in this year’s Olympiad 
participation alone.

“Kahit anong mangyari, nasa likuran niyo kami. I ask the 

Filipinos to pray for our athletes, mararamdaman nila yan. Anumang 
mangyari, tayong mga Filipino ang source of inspiration ng ating mga 
bayaning atleta.” said Ramirez.

“Para sa ating mga atleta, they are the source of our 
inspiration and pride in turn and we are very proud of them, Mabuhay 
ang atletang Pilipino at mabuhay ang ating inang bayan.” declared 
the sports agency chief.

This pandemic may be a time of darkness but it is also a time 
of hope, resilience, strengthening the faith in God and chance for unity. 
That is the beauty and magic of sports.

PARA SA INANG BAYAN



Started as “Ang Inyong PSC”, 
the PSC Hour had a lot of 
on-and-offs due to revamps 

and changes in administration 
but had its sustained comeback 
in March 2019. It became a 
principal source of sports news 
and stories not only to fans but 
also to listeners of both DZSR 918 
and 738- AM kHz (Radyo Pilipinas 
Dos and Radyo Pilipinas radio 
frequency). Last May 7, the PSC 
Hour reached its 100th episode.

In coordination with the 
Philippine Broadcasting Service, 
sports enthusiasts watch and 
hear developments in Philippine 
sports- news about Philippine 
national teams, grassroots 
sports programs, projects, and 
initiatives of the Philippine Sports 
Commission and others - every 
Friday in the PSC Hour radio 
program which is simultaneously 
streamed on the PSC and RP2 
FB pages.

From guesting the PSC 
Board in its pilot episodes to 
featuring services the PSC offers- 
the PSC Hour is patronized 
in providing updates on the 
national team. It covered most 
sports, if not all, included in the 
30th Southeast Asian Games in 
2019.

Affected by the 
pandemic, the radio show 
faced hiatus for a few weeks 
in mid-March 2020. It resumed 
around May last year with a 
changed set-up for a safer 
broadcast through phone 
patches and Zoom interviews. 

During its 100th episode, 
no less than the captain of 
the agency Chairman William 
“Butch” Ramirez guested. In his 
30-minute interview, Ramirez 
expressed support to our own 
Tokyo Olympians. He did not 
forget to acknowledge the 
efforts of national athletes and 
coaches who are still trying to 
vie for an Olympic spot and 
thanked those who tried their 
best but missed their chance 
to play in the major multi-sport 
event.

Ramirez even tackled the 
initiatives and strategies geared 
by the agency in order to keep up 
with its services amid the existing 
deadly virus and community 
quarantines. “We are here as 
public servants. We are trying 
to strengthen the policy that 
can improve the service of the 
Philippine Sports Commission to 
its partners”, Ramirez assured. 

He reiterated that even though 
PSC is a small agency, it is 
serious in its obligations not only 
to the national team but also 
to the community that neither 
pandemic nor natural disaster 
could halt.

In his parting words, 
the PSC chief applauded the 
strong partnership between the 
PBS and the PSC, resulting in a 
strong sports radio program that 
reaches not just the city, but also 
far-off areas.

“On behalf of the PSC 
board, may I convey our utmost 
gratitude to Radyo Pilipinas 
Dos’ station manager Cecilia 
Quimlat, program anchor Judith 
Caringal, Ms. Anne Viñas for the 
regular assistance, and the rest 
of the technical team of Radyo 
Pilipinas and Radyo Pilipinas Dos. 
To more interesting episodes to 
come!”

by Chariza Fe De Vera and Jessel Laid

THE 100TH HOUR
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AFP details
military-athletes
to PSC
BY: JOASH DAVID L. RICANOR 

The Philippine Sports Commission, the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, the Philippine Olympic Committee, 
and the Philippine Paralympic Committee signed the 

Memorandum of Understanding officially placing on detailed 
service (DS) 117 military athletes and coaches of the national 
team to the PSC on May 20.

Represented by PSC Chairman William Ramirez, 
AFP Chief of Staff General Cirilito Sobejana, Cong. Abraham 
Tolentino and Michael Barredo, respectively, the four 
organizations signed the agreement in a virtual signing 
ceremony Thursday.

Gen. Sobejana, in his speech highlighted the importance 
of the MOU as it symbolizes the united commitment of all parties to 
pursue aspirations to bring pride to our country. 

The agreement which is aimed to “develop potential 
gold medalists in international sports competitions” have among 
its provision the option to terminate the DS of certain athletes 
should there be a case of the ongoing conflict in their NSAs or on 
cases of misconduct or breach of discipline as provided for in AFP 
regulations.

The PSC chief who has had the chance to sign a 
number of previous agreements 
for detailed service recognized the 
unprecedented partnership in this 
new agreement. He said that the 
partnership has evolved into a very 
valuable venture benefitting Philippine 
sports. 

Ramirez also stressed that 
the PSC will have tighter monitoring 
of everyone on detailed service as 
the athletes should “act as befitting a 
soldier. They are soldiers first before they are athletes.”

A total of 117 national athletes and coaches from 22 
sports are enlisted namely athletics (13), badminton (2), baseball 
(6), basketball (4), boxing (8), cycling (9), judo (2), kurash (1), lawn 
bowls (5), muay (3), obstacle course (1), rowing (6), sailing (5), 
sambo (1), sepak takraw (10), softball (7), swimming (6), table tennis 
(2), triathlon (2), weightlifting (6), wrestling (12), and para sports (6).

There are 58 under the Philippine Air Force (PAF), 19 from 
the Philippine Army (PA), and 40 serving the Philippine Navy (PN).

Among those under the detailed service agreement 
a r e three-time weightlifting 

Olympian and Tokyo Olympics qualifier Hidilyn Diaz, Southeast 
Asian Games perennial champion boxer Josie Gabuco, 2019 SEA 
Games gold medalists Melcah Jen Caballero (rowing), and Jermyn 
Prado (cycling).

“Ipinaubaya sila sa sports through the Philippine Sports 
Commission. They don’t just go fly anywhere without consulting 
us. Dapat maintindihan ito ng atleta na kapag miyembro sila ng 
Armed Forces at pinirmahan ni Secretary Lorenzana at ng kanilang 
mga officers, ipinagkatiwala sila sa amin. Karamihan sa kanila baka 
hindi alam na the Philippine Sports Commission takes responsibility 
para ma DS sila. Nagpapasalamat kami sa partnership na yan,” 
said Chairman Ramirez.

“Sports is a battle that 
brings glory to the country. We 
are grateful to the AFP for allowing 
them to be with us in our battle of 
friendship and diplomacy. They 
are our frontliners in sports.,” added 
Cong. Tolentino.

Barredo, meanwhile, 
expressed his gratitude, “We are 
thankful, honored, and privilege 
that we are part of this quadripartite 

agreement. Our soldiers with disabilities will continue to fight, 
represent and hopefully get the first gold medal (for the country) in 
the Paralympic games.”

The AFP chief ended with a reassuring promise that, “In 
the name of sports and in the name of public service, your Armed 
Forces is not above you, not below you but rather we are always 
beside you. Sama-sama nating hubugin ang ating mga atleta 
upang tayo ay magwagi sa lahat ng mga sports competitions 
across the globe.”

The agreement will be in force for three years or until 
2024.

Also present during the virtual signing were PSC 
Commissioners Ramon Fernandez, Arnold Agustin, Celia 

Kiram and Charles Raymond Maxey along with PPC 
Secretary-General Walter Torres and Philippine Army Deputy 

Chief of Staff for Personnel Major General Adriano Perez Jr.

Sports is a battle that brings glory to the country. 
We are grateful to the AFP for allowing them to be 
with us in our battle of friendship and diplomacy. 

They are our frontliners in sports.

POC President Cong. Abraham “Bambol” Tolentino

””
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ARIANNE V. MALLARE

The Philippine Sports Commission 
(PSC) Women in Sports program 
continues to provide opportunities 

for women and girls even in the time of 
the pandemic.

PSC’s Rise Up Shape Up is a 
weekly webisode series of the PSC that 
highlights the essential role of all Filipinas 
in creating social change. The online 
program encourages all the women and 
girls to achieve and maintain healthful 
well-being in the time of distress and 
anxiety brought by the COVID-19 crisis.

“The idea came up after the 
implementation of the enhanced 
community quarantine in the country. 
Due to the many restrictions, we want 
to prove that women in sports program 
shall continue and that we in the PSC has 
no limit in reaching out to all the women 
and girls in the country.” shares PSC 
women in sports oversight commissioner 
Celia Kiram.

“Yes, we are challenged 
because we are now online, but it is 
a good challenge for us. We learned 
to adapt to the present times making 
the WIS program more accessible to 
everyone.” Kiram added.

Each week, the web series 
features different stories of women 
sports personalities – experts, educators, 
athletes, coaches, as well as introduce 
all kinds of sports to give equal 
opportunities, to educate, inspire, and 
create awareness on the contribution of 
women leaders in the society.

Some of the featured guests 
in past webisodes are International 
Filipina windsurfers Charizzanne Jewel 
Napa and Angela Yvette Paz, along with 
national coaches Allena “Len-len” Rius 
of aerobic gymnastics and Josephine 
Canare of bowling.

Napa and Paz shared their 
journeys on how they started carrying the 
Philippine tricolors pride at a young age. 
While Coach Rius and Canare gave a 
glimpse of their successful coaching 
career on how they nurture their athletes’ 
performances in the national team.

“It is always the Philippines’ 
pride to be shaping athletes who carry 
the country’s flag and represent it so well 
in competition here and abroad.” said 
commissioner Kiram.

The web series also tells the 
stories behind the success of mountain 

bike Southeast Asian Games gold 
medalist and Philippine Army cycling 
team captain Staff Sgt. Alfie “Pursuit 
King” Catalan and MTB champion 
Sgt. Alvin Benosa.

PhilCycling head 
coach Ednalyn Hualda and 
female cyclist Avegail Rombaon 
also joined them during the airing 
of the webisode proving that even 
women can conquer fears 
and rough roads and 
end up champions in 
sport and life.

F i l i p i n a 
flyweight Irish Magno, 
the country’s first 
woman boxer to 
qualify for the Olympics 
also shared her secret to 
a balanced life and how 

she conditions her body and mind for 
the Olympics.

Aside from the weekly web 
series, PSC-WIS also launched the 
Zumbarangay Pilipinas Solo Exercise 
on Cam Challenge. It is a nationwide 
campaign that promotes physical and 
mental health to all gender types in this 
time of the pandemic.

  
The contest is open for all women 

frontliners, women open category, girls 

open, and LGBT community with the 
winner per class will receive P30,000. 

Second to third places will 
take home P20,000 and P10,000, 
respectively. A total of 10 special prizes 
worth P3,000 each will also be given 
away.

“It is believed that the need to 
infuse fun in exercising is highly critical 
to ward off the brewing anxieties and 
state of depression. This is the reason we 
want to encourage all Filipinos whatever 
gender types to maintain an active 
lifestyle by doing regular exercises at 
home,” explained Kiram.

This present situation is 
proof that everything is possible and 
achievable when we put out mind to 
it. The PSC-WIS program has come 
a long way and shall continue to 
work until more and more women 

and girls become more 
empowered and have a 
bigger participation in 
sports.  

BY: JESSEL L. LAID

It all starts with a step
A T H L E T I C S

Athletics cannot be 
counted as just a single 
sport but rather is a group 

of events that involve competitive 
running, jumping, throwing, and 
walking. 

Some types of athletics 
events are track and field, road 
running, and pole vaulting. 
Unlike other sports, some of the 
competitions in athletics are part 
of a regular person’s day-to-day 
activity.

Within recorded sports 
history, athletics has always 
been an essential competition. 
The first event contested in the 
ancient Olympic Games was the 

“stadium” race, a sprint of about 
192 meters. Winners in this event 
have been recorded from as far 
back as 776 BC. Competitions 
in athletics were not limited to 
ancient Greece but also several 
other countries of that time.

The ancient Olympic 
Games form the blueprint for 
the present Summer Olympics. 
The foremost international 
athletics meeting is the World 
Athletics Championships, 
which incorporates track and 
field, marathon running, and 
race walking. Other top-level 
competitions in athletics include 
the World Athletics Cross Country 
Championships and the World 

Half Marathon Championships. 
Athletes with a physical disability 
compete at the Summer 
Paralympics and the World Para 
Athletics Championships.

Derived from the Ancient 
Greek athletes, which means 
combatant in public games 
the term described athletic 
contests in general – i.e. sporting 
competition based primarily on 
human physical feats. During the 
19th century, the term athletics 
acquired a narrower definition in 
Europe and came to describe 
sports involving competitive 
running, walking, jumping, and 
throwing.

ATHLETICS: THE SPORT FOR YOU?

Compared to other sports, 
athletics does not require much 
equipment and can be practiced 
every day within an allotted space. 

Track and field and other 
running activities can be started 
by a simple jog in the morning 
partnered with proper posture. With 
the pandemic continuing to prevent 
people from playing other sports 
which require physical contact or 
other equipment and locations, 
athletics is a perfect option.

Athletics is not limited to 
running and walking. It also develops 
talent in jumping. Determination and 
hard work also matter in this sport. 
Several of our Filipino gold medalists 
and Hall of Famers are from this sport.

Aside from being easier to 
begin, running, walking, and jumping 
are both beneficial and free. Playing 

a sport will not only boost our physical 
fitness but also strengthen our mental 
health. Other equipment-based 
athletic events like pole vault, javelin 
throw, and shotput require open 
space which is encouraged during 
this pandemic. By starting with a 
single step, everyone can take the 
road to a healthier life.

ATHLETICS IN THE PHILIPPINES

As early as 1913, the 
Philippines has joined in international 
athletics competitions such as 
the Far Eastern Games. In 1928, 
the Philippines national athletics 
team represented the country at 
international athletics competitions 
such as the Olympic Games or World 
Athletics Championships. Under 
the governance of the Philippine 
Athletics Track and Field Association 
(PATAFA), the nation continued to 
produce outstanding talents from all 
around the archipelago.

The first big international 
win of the nationals though was at 
the Olympic games where Simeon 
Toribio won a bronze medal in the 
Men’s high jump during the 1932 
Los Angeles, United States Summer 
Olympics. It was followed by another 
bronze medal finish courtesy of 
Miguel White at the Men’s 400 meter 
hurdles.

Athletics account for 2 of the 
10 Olympic medals of the country. 
Nine out of the 47 Philippine Sports 
Hall of Famers belong to athletics. Ej 
Obiena and Kristina Marie Knott, both 
national record holders, will represent 
the country in the 2021 Tokyo 
Olympics in Pole Vault and women’s 
200 m respectively. 
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The Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) 
fortified its support for sports as it remitted a total of 
Php 2,145,110.47 million to the Philippine Sports 

Commission (PSC) last May 25.

In a simple ceremony at the PCSO Main Office 
in Mandaluyong City, PCSO Private Secretary 2 Marie Louise 
Serojales and Account Specialist Joseph Porto formally 
turned over the cheque to PSC Cashier Marini Negado, the 
first remittance this year.

“Ang PCSO ay kaagapay ng gobyerno para 
magbigay tulong sa buong Pilipinas. Despite the pandemic, 
we are mandated to give our contributions, especially to the 
PSC,” said Serojales.

PSC Chairman William Ramirez expressed his 
gratitude for the support of PCSO to the agency’s sports 
programs. “Our plans won’t be possible without support from 
our partner agencies like them. Malaking tulong po ito para 
lalo naming mapagbuti ang aming mga programa.”

Among the grassroots programs of the PSC are 
Batang Pinoy, Philippine National Games, Children’s Games, 
Indigenous Peoples Games – all of which were greatly 
affected by the pandemic.

PCSO also sent their well wishes to Team 
Philippines who will see action at the Tokyo Olympic Games 
this July 23 to August 8, and at the 31st Southeast Asian 
Games from November 21 until December 2 in Vietnam.

“Sana itong aming contributions kahit paano 
ay makapagdagdag ng tulong sa ating mga atleta. Sana 
ay magkaroon tayo ng pag-asa na makakuha ng gintong 
medalya sa darating na Tokyo Olympics at SEA Games,” 
concluded Serojales.

Under Section 26 of the Republic Act 6847, the 
PCSO is mandated by law to remit thirty percent (30%) of its 
charity fund and proceeds of six sweepstakes lottery draw 
per year to the sports agency which will be used for the 
latter’s sports development programs.

The charity agency released more than Php 1.8 
million to the government sports arm aside from the Php 2.3 
million in 2019, the same year when the country hosted and 
claimed the overall championship of the 30th Southeast 
Asian Games, last year.

“The greatest honor came when 
I was made representative of this 

country in those international 
competitions for a long, long time, 
in which we were very successful” 

- Jaworski, July 8, 2012

Born March 16, 1946 to Polish 
American Theodore Vincent Jaworski 
and an Ilocana, Iluminada Bautista 

Salazar, “Jawo” grew up in the streets of 
Manila where he was first introduced to 
basketball. 

Rising to prominence in the 
collegiate leagues, he played for the 
University of the East Red Warriors in the 
University Athletic Association of the 
Philippines (UAAP). Jaworski delivered 
outstanding performances in the 1965 and 
1966 UAAP seasons resulting in back-to-back 
titles for the Red Warriors. 

He was also part of the amateur 
selection sent to represent the country in the 
1966 Bangkok Asian Games. The following 
year, he represented the country in the 
Asian Basketball Championship (now FIBA 
Asia Cup) in Seoul, South Korea where the 
Jaworski-led Philippine team won the gold 
medal at the expense of the host country

In 1967, he joined the 
Elizalde-owned YCO Painters under coach 
Carlos Loyzaga. He played for YCO during 
the 1967 National Seniors and National 
Invitational (both won by YCO). He finally 
suited up for Meralco in 1970 after the 
delay from his transfer due to a lack of 
release papers. His first MVP award was 
during the Presidential Cup of 1970. His 
great performance landed him to be 
mentioned in the book, Basketball History of 
the Philippines by Boni Escoda, as the best 
Filipino player in the MICAA from 1971 to 
1974 by topping all the rest with a Player’s 
All-around Value of 35.7.

Despite being a top player, 
Jaworski along with his teammate Alberto 
“Big Boy” Reynoso took a hiatus in 1971 
due to a controversy and missed the 1972 
Olympics – a first time for him to miss the 
Olympiad.

However, because of the talent 
that the two players possessed, they were 
reinstated in 1973 and played for Meralco 

for the final time during an exhibition match 
against the Japanese national team, which 
they won. The two continued to team up in 
the Philippine national team for the 1973 
ABC Championship. 

Aside from his prowess as a 
player, Jaworski showed his leadership as a 
court general and led the Comets to the 
1973 MICAA title. He made it to the 1973 
and 1974 RP teams that regained the ABC 
crown and went to the 1974 FIBA World 
Championship.

The Living Legend left his mark 
in professional basketball as one of the 
rare pure point guards to have ever won 
a PBA ‘Most Valuable Player’s Award when 
he dominated the 1978 season with an 
average of 10.2 rebounds, 8.24 assists, and 
20.42 points per game. He did this despite 
the season featuring bigger and taller PBA 
imports of that time. 

He directed the National team 
to receive its silver medal in the 1990 Asian 
Games. He also imparted his ideas and 
experiences to the Ginebra team as he 
coached them upon retiring from playing 
basketball. 

Jaworski also served as the 
Chairman of Economic Affairs, Trade and 
Commerce Committee and was also a 
member of the Games and Amusement 
and Sports Committee during his stint as a 
Senator.

His picture now graces the 
gallery of the Philippine Sports Hall of Fame.  
He was enshrined this year along with nine 
other sports heroes in the fourth installation 
of the PSHOF.

To this day, Jawo and the term 
basketball continue to be inseparable. He 
may have long left the court to go and 
achieve more things, but his love for the 
sport and the sporting community still blazes.  

In his speech during the PSHOF 
enshrinement ceremony, he acknowledged 
the love of the people which he said made 
his job “the greatest job on earth” , adding 
that “to be part of the lives of Filipinos for 
almost five decades has been the greatest 
honor of my life,” 

The Philippine Sports 
Commission (PSC) led 
simultaneous Flag Raising 

Ceremonies on its sports 
facilities at the Rizal Memorial 
Sports Complex and Philsports 
Complex in Manila, and PSC 
Baguio, Visayas and Mindanao 
Satellite Offices in conjunction 
with the celebration of National 
Flag Day on May 28.

“We enjoin the 
nation in celebrating this 
occasion, as the Philippine flag 

is the most potent visual symbol 
of our shared heritage and 
intertwined fortunes as a nation. 
It unifies the Filipino people, 
rising above our cultural, 
religious, social, and political 
differences,” said PSC Chairman 
William “Butch” Ramirez.

The campaign 
was led by Salute to A Clean 
Flag (STACF) Movement, a 
non-political citizen initiative that 
aims to spark renewed respect 
and love for the Philippine flag 
though the re-education of the 
private sector in proper and 
visible flag management. It is 
our dream to see thousands 
of pristine, brilliant flags proudly 
waving across the country.

The STACF 
Movement in partnership with the 
National Historical Commission 
of the Philippines (NHCP), which 
aims to spark love and respect 
for country, beginning with the 
abundant and proper display 
of the Philippine flag across the 

nation.

In 1965, Presidential 
Proclamation No. 374 was 
issued declaring May 28 as 
National Flag Day. In 1994, 
Executive Order No. 179 was 
issued extending the period of 
celebrating National Flag Day 
from May 28 to June 12.

The PSC capped 
off the celebration with a tribute 
video produced by the agency’s 
Public Communications Office 
(PCO). It featured the 47 
soldier-athletes who gave their 
lives to defend our motherland, 
and our present-day national 
athletes who continue to give 
pride and honor to country and 
flag, carrying on a legacy of 
courage, dedication and love 
for the nation.

“The way we treat 
our flag shows how we feel 
about our country,” said the 
sports agency chief, rightly so.

“Remember that we are all on the same team, we are 
all Team Pilipinas.”

This was the central focus of the Philippine Sports 
Commission (PSC) as it launched its television show 
entitled, ‘Team Pilipinas’ last April 10. 

The show is a 60-minute program produced 
by the PSC, which aims to bring sports closer to the 
public, bring to national awareness on the activities and 
efforts of the Commission for the national team, and 
more importantly showcase its efforts on grassroots sports 
development.

“While it is true that social media has proven its 
wide reach, traditional media such as broadcast media 
still holds a higher level of credibility, that is why we pursued 
to bring sports right on our television screens,” said PSC 
Chairman William ‘Butch’ Ramirez.

With a total of 16 episodes to air until July 31, 
Team Pilipinas is aimed to relay the story of the national 
team’s journey to the Tokyo Olympics 2020+1. A chance 
to showcase the many efforts of the PSC in supporting 
our national athletes to reach their full potential, majority 
of which came from the grassroots programs of the 
Commission.

“It is at no other time but now, that we have a 
firm belief of the high probability of our athlete’s winning 
the elusive gold medal at the Olympics. This redounds 
positively, on Philippine sport, and the PSC,” mentioned 
the agency chief in an interview.

Team Pilipinas is televised every Saturdays, 
from 4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. on People’s Television Network 
(PTV) Channel 4, and is also uploaded on the PSC’s 
YouTube channel.

PCSO-PSC:
Active partners
in sports

Stop and Salute:
PSC joins National Flag Day
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Our plans won’t be 
possible without 
support from our 
partner agencies like 
them. Malaking tulong 
po ito para lalo naming 
mapagbuti ang aming 
mga programa.”

“

PSC Chairman  William “Butch” Ramirez

NEVER
SAY
DIE!




