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OF NATIONAL INTEREST 

The Philippines’ hosting of the 30th Southeast Asian (SEA) Games is fast approaching 
and all stakeholders must unite to make it successful. 

President Rodrigo R. Duterte, according to Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) 
Chairman William I. Ramirez, also the chef-de-mission of Team Philippines, insisted 
that the national sports agency expend its energies towards the athletes’ preparations 
for the Games. 

Ramirez and the PSC commissioners, thus, continued meeting with different national 
sports associations, athletes and coaches to assess what needs to be done to help them 
in their preparations. 

It is of national interest that the welfare of our athletes be given premium since they 
are the ones who will compete for flag and country. They need to be ready in all 
aspects of the competition - physical, emotional, spiritual, psychological and mental. 

The PSC is doing its share to meet those needs. However, the athletes must have 
peace of mind not just during the competition proper but also during their ongoing 
training. It would do them much good if everybody who play vital roles in their SEA 
Games stint are also at peace with each other.

“We win as one,” as this SEAG edition’s theme goes. In the same line of argument, 
we also lose as one Philippines if we do not make unity and peace both a genuine part 
of our actions – atleast for the sake of our athletes who, like soldiers, are set to march 
into battle come November. To host well and perform excellently are of national 
interest on this national commitment. Let us be there for them, as one community.  
Let us put aside personal interest and divisive forces to present one united Philippines.



Barely six months from now, the Philippines will host the 30th 
Southeast Asian (SEA) Games. This is a gargantuan task since I 
just recently assumed the chef-de-mission position, which I shall 
undertake while also wearing the hat of PSC Chief.

The ongoing squabbles and leadership struggles in the Philippine sporting 
community is a  situation we all wish is not real but is a sad truth at the 
moment.

However, the PSC is steadfast in its mandate and mission to take care of 
our national athletes at the elite level and take care of grassroots sports.

Our President Rodrigo R. Duterte, through instructions relayed by 
Executive Secretary  Salvador Medialdea, wants to shield our athletes 
from issues that might be detrimental to their mission in giving 
their best for the country come the staging of the 2019 SEA 
Games set on November 30 to December 11. 

We want to assure the athletes and coaches that your 
government, your national sports gency, have your best 
interests at heart. 

I and my four commissioners along with my core group, the 
executive director, the deputy executive director, the chief of 
staff and the rest of the PSC will be behind you all the way. 

Train hard, focus on your goals and make your country proud. 
Seize this very special  opportunity as hundreds, if not 
thousands, of your fellow Filipinos will cheer for you in 
person as you play for your flag and country in your 
own home land. Millions more are praying for all of 
you.

We fervently hope and pray that all prevailing 
issues be resolved soon for the sake of 
national interest.  As I always say, we 
can do more when we act as one so let 
us all unite for Philippine sports!



B y  R o m m e l  C .  M a n l o s a

The  Philippine Sports 
Commission (PSC) 
developmental boxing 

program in Cebu has been intensified 
starting on the second quarter of 
2019, as it is now held twice to thrice 
a month and expanded through the 
countryside of Cebu Province.

 Picking up the momentum 
of its first out-of-town competition in 
the Municipality of Ginatilan, a small 
fishing town down the South-western 
part of the province last March 10, 
project director and PSC Visayas 
Developmental boxing consultant 
Lorenzo “Chao” Sy along with the 
PSC Visayas Cluster chief Nonnie 
Lopez, decided to level-up the 
program by holding a separate event 
for the newbies and the experienced 
fighters.

 “This way we can encourage 
those new boxers to continue 
because we now have an avenue 
for them. While we continue to 
develop those who have varied 
ring experience already, we will also 
encourage the upstarts to work hard 
to earn mileage,” Sy said.

 The first All-Novice, boxers 

with zero to actual five competition 
fights was held last April 10 at the 
Cebu City Sports Institute with 15 
bouts participated by teams as far 
as the Municipality of Pinamungahan 
and Napo, Carcar City and the 
re-activation of three boxing clubs 
– Big Yellow Boxing Club, Team 
Tangke-Talisay and Team Cortes of 
Talamban-Cebu City. 

 The next bout was presented 
at the Dockside Restaurant square in 
Northern Cebu town, Municipality 
of Medellin on April 21 where 14 
bouts – five were between boxers 
of Medellin and neighbouring city, 
Team Boxing City, who were mostly 
inexperience fighters, the Cebu City 
vs. Mandaue City fighters who are 
considered experienced and four 
elite boxing bouts. 

 April bouts were concluded 
at the Tambayan Food Park in 
Consolacion where 12 bouts 
featuring all experienced amateur 
boxers saw action last April 28.
   
 For the month of May, 
Mr. Sy is scheduled May 12 for an 
all-Novice bout, an out-of-town 
match in Napo, Carcar City on May 

18 where the Novice, Developmental 
and Experienced boxers will 
trade punches and another match 
scheduled on the last Sunday of 
May exclusively for all experienced 
boxers.

 “We wanted to hold as many 
tournaments per month as possible 
or how many events we can hold 
with the budget allocated to us. I 
am really thankful to Chairman Butch 
Ramirez and Commissioner Ramon 
Fernandez for supporting me on 
this project. Once we felt that our 
(Cebuano) boxers are ready to take 
on other boxers from other provinces 
and regions we will move up to the 
next phase of our program. For now 
we will concentrate our efforts in 
Cebu, soon for the entire Central 
Visayas and probably in two years 
time we will expand our operations 
Visayas wide,” Sy added.

 Among the projects that 
the PSC is planning to implement in 
Cebu is to involve the fitness boxers 
from the different Boxing Fitness 
Clubs in Metro Cebu by giving them 
avenue to test their skills in an actual 
boxing tournament against their 
fellow fitness boxers.
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With the bigger objective of involving more Filipino 
women in sports, the Philippine Sports Commission 
held the 6th Women’s Martial Arts Festival last May 

28 to 31 at the Harrison Plaza in Malate, Manila.

 “We want to continue what we’ve started in last year’s 
festival, and that is engaging with women and children to play 
sports,” said PSC Commissioner Celia Kira, oversight official 
for women in sports advocacy of the agency.
 
 The martial arts festival is an initiative of the PSC, in 
support of Republic Act No. 9710, also known as the “Magna 
Carta of Women”, which spells out very woman’s right to 
equal participation in 
sports.

6th
PSC
Women’s
Martial
Arts
Festival

 
 This includes measures to ensure that gender 
biases in competitive and non-competitive sports are 
removed so that women and girls can benefit from 

sports development.
 
  “For this year, we will be 
featuring 10 sports namely, arnis, 
fencing, judo, karatedo, muay thai, 
pencak silat, taekwondo, wrestling and 
wushu,” said Kiram adding “we expect 
exceed last year’s participation and 
reach around 1,600 participants.  We 
are growing in participation as we go 
along.”
 

  Earlier meetings and consultations 
with the 10 sports’ focal person from the national 
sports associations were done the previous week to 
further coordinate the technical aspects of sports 
which will be played in the tournament.  (JDR)
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A. Participants receive their medalsand certificates at the     
     end of Taekwondo competition

B. Winners at the podium
C. Young participants in their Fencing competition
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Continuing their partnership in guiding campus 
sports journalists, the Philippine Sports Commission 
(PSC) once again partnered with the Deparment of 

Education (DepEd) for the Communicate Sports Journalism 
Seminar held at the Malayan Colleges Mindanao.

 From April 24 to 26   almost 200 campus sports 
writers from Senior High School were given pointers to 
effectively cover and follow their teams’ exploits in the 2019 
Palarong Pambansa hosted by Davao City.

 PSC Chairman William Ramirez joined the 
participants in the opening ceremonies and welcomed the 
participants from 17 regions of the country.  Among the 
participants were students who also won in the National 
Schools Press Conference (NSPC) and Regional Schools 
Press Conference (RSPC).

 “We at the PSC are honored to partner with the 
Department of Education to ensure your levelled-up 
coverage of the Palaro,” Ramirez told the excited students.

 DepEd Assistant Secretary G.H. Ambat, shared her 
thoughts on the importance of the activity and emphasized 
DepEd Secretary Leonor Briones vision for the young 
journalists.  “We have partnered with the PSC for this 
seminar because we want all of you to develop holistically, 
gain values and become more well-rounded students. The 
secretary’s vision is that you would be great story tellers of 
our nation,” explained Ambat.

 Asec. Ambat further thanked the PSC for backing 
the sports journalism seminar that is centered towards the 
preparation of campus writers, photo journalists and layout 
artists on their coverage of the DepEd’s centerpiece athletic 
program, which opened two days after the seminar.

 Technical lessons on ‘Sports News Writing’ was 

Write
What’s
Right:
PSC-Communicate 
Sports trains Palarong 
Pambansa campus 
journalists
b y  J o a s h  D a v i d  L .  R i c a n o r

Participants and speakers as they do the signature pose and shot of the PSC Communicate Sports
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given by veteran journalist and SunStar Davao Editor 
Marianne Abalayan.  

 Ateneo De Davao University professor and DepEd 
Region 11 Regional Information Officer Maria Gemima 
Valderrama and PSI Mindanao Cluster Coordinator Ed 
Fernandez discussed ‘Sports Feature Writing’ and ‘Sport 
Photography and Designing the Sports Page’ respectively.

 DepEd Undersecretary for Administration Alain 
Del Pascua gave an interesting lecture on photography 
with the topic of ‘Conservation Photography’.  

 Ripples Daily Editor Randy Caluag  gave a riveting 
lecture on ‘Covering Sports in Social Media’ which the 
really connected with the young participants.

 The future media practitioners were also 
challenged to create a sports page.   Shawnrick Pacura 
showed potential going home with the Best Sports Page 
awards. 

 At the end of the program, PSC Commissioner 
Celia Kiram congratulated everyone and urged them all to 
“write was is right and spread positivity in sports all over 
the Philippines.”

We at the PSC
are honored to partner

with the
Department of 

Education
in making this a

nation-wide program

“(from L-R) Deped Asec G.H. Ambat, PSC Chairman 
William Butch Ramirez, and DepEd Regional

Information Officer Gemima Valderrama doing the 
thumbs-up during the ‘Communicate Sports:

A sports journalist for the youth’

Mindanao Times
Columnist/Senior
Writer Prof. Eduardo 
Fernandez teaching the 
students how to design
a sports page

DepEd Usec Alain Del Pascua 
sharing about sports photography

Ripples Daily editor 
Randy Caluag sharing 

about coverage on
Social Media
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Surpassing its 2011 performance overwhelmingly, the 
Philippine delegation to the Arafura Games 2019 
came to Darwin, Australia and conquered.

 After an eight-year-long absence, the friendly 
games was relaunched this year.  The 150-strong 
delegation arrived Darwin April 24 aboard a chartered 
Philippine Airlines flight, hearts burning to bring honor to 
flag and country.  

BETTING ON MINDANAO 

 Taking President Rodrigo Duterte’s instructions 
to heart, Philippine Sports Commission Chairman William 
Ramirez instructed Sr. Executive Assistant and National 
Training Director Marc Edward Velasco to tap Mindanao 
for the Arafura Games.  

 “We wanted to give our Mindanaoan athletes an 
opportunity to show-off their athletic talents,” explained 
the PSC Chief.  He added that in previous editions, 
opportunities were given more to athletes of 
Luzon and Visayas.  understandably though, 
since these areas have better facilities and 
more exposure opportunities.”

 The contingent was composed of 
athletes from General Santos City, Davao 
City, Davao del Norte, Palawan, 
Puerto Princesa and Bacolod.

EXCEEDING THE MARK

 In 2011, the Games 
last edition prior to its 
cancellation and hiatus of 
eight years, the Philippines 
took home 24 golds, 24 
silvers and 10 bronzes for a 
total of 58 medals.

 With almost 50 

countries participating in the event, those numbers were 
already a feat.  But it was a challenge embraced fully by 
the 2019 delegation.  They aimed to atleast equal that 
performance.

 One can see their heart to win.  On their first 
day in Darwin, they immediately took to training, turning 
the parking area of the Alatai Apartments, where the 
delegation was housed, into a training park.  Boxers were 
sparring in one corner, pencak silat warming up in the 
other corner and our athletics team running up and down 
the streets surrounding the area.  

 Their efforts were greatly rewarded.

 They started the medal rush on the first day, with 
our first silver from lone weightlifting bet Kate Diaz giving 
the delegation its first taste of victory.  

PSC Chairman William I. Ramirez with
Australian Ambassador to the Philppines

Steven J. Robinson and his wife
Rhoda J. Robinson during team

Philippines’ send-off at
Australian Embassy

Team Philippines’ arrival at Darwin Airport
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 More medals followed in the coming days.  
Our Athletics team bested all countries in their sport, 
with 100% of our athletes bringing home atleast one 
medal.  Our swimmers also swam away with 17 golds, 
the most number of golds in the contingent.

 This was the country’s best gold medal haul in 
the Arafura Games with 28.  In fact, it was the country’s 
best performance yet in the Games, surpassing the 
2011 performance with a total 93 medals in all colors 
(gold-28; silver-41; bronze-24).

BAYANIHAN SPIRIT

 With almost 8,000 Filipinos in the Northern 
Territories alone, the Philippine Team sure had a solid 
support group in the Filipino community in Darwin.

 The Filipino Australian Association in the 
Northern Territories (FAANT) and the Philippine 
Consulate  enjoined kababayans in Darwin to lend 
support to the delegation by donating food and 
toiletries, volunteering to drive  and coming in droves 
to cheer our teams during competitions.

 You have to navigate carefully in the small, 
makeshift secretariat lest you step on a can of 
corned beef or stumble on a small sack of Basmati 
rice donated by the very supportive “kababayans” 
in Darwin.  “The support was more than what we 
expected.  Overwhelming!” declared Velasco who 
served as the delegation’s Deputy Chef de Mission.

 The support was overwhelming. Truly, the 
Filpino Bayanahan spirit lives on wherever life takes 
us. 

A. Ariel Lee Lampacan carrying his winning opponent, which
     got him a sportsmanship award

B. Kate Diaz winning the first medal for Team Philippines
     in Weightlifting

C. Goods donated by the Filipino Community in      
     Darwin, Australia

D. Abigail Manzano recognized by ‘Áthlete’s  Australia’ after 
     gifting her Silver  medal to Makayla Siddons of Northern   
     Territory

E. Chef de Mission Merlita Ibay posing with    
     some donors

F. Athlete’s training at Alatai partment

G. Team attachés with Arafura Games mascot ‘Milula’

H. Team Philippines photo during the welcome  dinner hosted by the 
   Filipino Australian Association in the Northern Teritory (FAANT) 
   held April 28, 2019

A

B

C

D

E

G
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For some, sports is nothing 
but a mere outlet to refresh 
and exercise. But for our 

differently-abled athletes, using 
sports to bring glory and honor to the 
country is a way of life.  For them there 
is no small competition.  Every single 
match matters.

 Proof is when Paralympic 
bronze medalist Josephine Medina 
and Singapore World Para Swimming 
Series silver medalist Ernie Gawilan 
led the athletes who competed in the 
Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) 
supported 7th Philippine National 
Para Games last May 26 at the Bulacan 
Sports Complex.
 
 In the opening ceremonies, 
PSC Chairman William Ramirez 
inspired the para athletes to go 
beyond their dreams, and use sports 
as an instrument of change.
 
 “It is always a special moment 
for me to see our para athletes 
flourish in the sport that they love and 
discover the golden gift in them,” 
exclaimed the agency chief in front 
of over 1,000 para athletes from 75 
local government units which took 
part in the four-day tournament that 
featured archery, para athletics, para 
swimming, chess, judo, table tennis, 
boccia, para powerlifting, goalball, 
sitting volleyball, badminton, tenpin 
bowling, and wheelchair basketball.  
Cycling was a demo sport.

 Chairman Ramirez graced 
the opening together with PSC 
Commissioner Arnold Agustin and 
Philippine Paralympic Committee 
President Mike Barredo.
 
 In the same event, Bulacan 

Governor-elect Daniel Fernando 
thanked the PPC and PSC for 
choosing the province as host of the 
national games saying “the province 
of Bulacan is grateful to the PPC and 
PSC for giving us the opportunity to 
host this sporting event for our para 
athletes. Throughout the games, 
we would like to show everyone 
that our venues are completely 
differently-abled friendly.”

 From May 27 to 30, 
simultaneous games were held at the 
Bulacan Sports Complex (archery, para 
athletics and para swimming), Hiyas 
Convention (chess, judo, table tennis 
and boccia), Bulacan Capitol Gym 
(goalball and sitting volleyball), City 
Walk Badminton Court (Badminton), 
Paradise Bowling Center (tenpin 
bowling) and at Guiguinto Municipal 
Athletic & Cultural Center (wheelchair 
basketball).

 After four days of intensive 
competitions, the local government 
of Pasig City emerged as the overall 
champion in the games bagging 39 
gold, 32 silver and 23 bronze medals 
to finish with  a 94 medal haul.

The province of Pangasinan placed 
second with 25 gold, 12 silver and 
14 bronze medals as Davao City 
completes the top three with winning 
20 gold, 24 silver and 13 bronze 
medals. 

 “Winners from the PNPG 
will be listed and evaluated for 
consideration in the national training 
pool that will represent the country 
in the upcoming 2020 ASEAN Para 
Games to be hosted here in the 
country,” explained Barredo.

BREAKING
BARRIERS

7TH PHILIPPINE NATIONAL PARA GAMES
b y  J o a s h  D a v i d  L .  R i c a n o r
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Highlights from the opening ceremonies 
at Bulacan Sports Complex
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PSC Children’s Coastal Games Open-water Swimming in Limasawa Island
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With the youth sector making up one-third of its total population,  the 

island-municipality and the Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) wasted no 

time in organizing the first PSC Children’s Coastal Games and Open-Water 

Swimming in Limasawa Island, Southern Leyte from March 29 to 30.

Close to 400 kids from the six barangays of Limasawa took part in the first coastal 

edition of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO)-recognized Children’s Games.  

Beach volleyball, beach soccer, beach obstacle-racing and other Filipino games where 

showcased along the stunning coastlines of the island.  The event was held in time to 

commemorate the 498th celebration of the first mass in the Philippines soil,” that is 

believed to have happened in Limasawa, headed by Fr. Pedro de Valderrama on March 

31, 1521.
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The PSC continues to work along the directives of the 
President to bring sports to the farthest ends of the country 

and to engage the youth in play and movement“

A. PSC Commissioner Ramon Fernandez (outermost left) and PSI Visayas
Coordinator Nonnie Lopez with the top three (3) winners of the game.
B. Ate and Kuya volunteers leading the kids in an exercise.
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 “The PSC continues to work along the directives 

of the President to bring sports to the farthest ends of the 

country and to engage the youth in play and movement,” 

said PSC Chairman William Ramirez.

 This was exactly what the Games in Limasawa 

was about.  “It is a celebration of the opportunity for our 

children to practice their right to play, as we also celebrate 

a milestone in the island’s history,” explained the sports 

chief.

 Aside from the fun games, the PSC also 

conducted a one-of-a-kind open-water swim from the 

shores of Limasawa all the way to the shorelines of nearby 

municipality, Padre Burgos.

 Thirteen open water swimmers comprised of 

three from Batanes, three from Tawi-Tawi, six other from 

Cebu joined  Pinoy Aquaman Atty. Ingemar Macarine and 

crossed the 10.4 kilometer route.

 “This is the best way to take these kids out of the 

influence of vices and illegal drugs,” said PSC oversight 

Commissioner for Visayas Ramon Fernandez.

 He added that, true to the third pillar of Olympism, 

the program will also inculcate environmental awareness 

and care to the participating youth. 

The PSC continues to work along the directives of the 
President to bring sports to the farthest ends of the country 

and to engage the youth in play and movement
- PSC Chairman William I. Ramirez
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The Philippines 

is known for 

having top 

caliber boxers in the 

world. From the 

likes of Diosdado 

“ S p e e d y 

D a d o ” 

P o s a d a s 

in 1926, 

the great 

G a b r i e l 

“ F l a s h ” 

Elorde in the 

1960s, and the 

eight-division world 

champion in Sen. 

Manny “Pac-Man” Pacquiao in 2000s, the sport has become the 

fulfillment of  every Filipino boy’s dream.

 A boxer from Lunzaran, Zamboanga City is out to put 

himself in that esteemed altar of boxing heroes as he sets out 

to make history and vie for a gold at the 30th Manila Southeast 

Asian Games and the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

 Born on October 29, 1995, Eumir Felix Marcial knew at 

a young age he was meant to box.

 “Noong una kong nakita ang punching bag sa luma 

naming gym, alam ko na sa boksing ko tatahakin ang tagumpay 

ng buhay ko,” said Marcial.

 At a young age, Eumir put all his efforts into practicing, 

using improvised gloves made from used clothes.

 “Pero hindi po naging madali ang lahat para sa akin. 

Sa mga araw na wala ako sa gym, nangongolekta ako ng mga 

lupa sa tabing-ilog. Tapos ibebenta ko ‘yon sa palengke para 

kumita,” he added. And at nights where most kids at his age 

are asleep, Eumir was on the roads of Lunzaran as a jeepney 

conductor.

 The right moment for the young slugger came in 2011, 

when Marcial was scouted by national coach Ronald Chavez 

and was invited in the national team after he was noticed to 

possess “heavy-hitting punches.”

 At the same year, the then 16-year-old Eumir wasted 

no time in proving himself in Astana, Kazakhstan winning the 

gold at the AIBA Youth World Boxing Championships, where he 

was considered as “one of Asia’s most highly regarded boxers.”

 His boxing journey is just starting.  Marcial would 

enter the ring again and win gold medals at the 2013 Subic Bay 

Asian Youth Continental Championships, 2013 Kuala Lumpur 

Days Tournament (lightweight), 2015 Singapore Southeast 

Asian, 2017 Ulaanbataar Cup in Mongolia, 2017 Kuala Lumpur 

Southeast Asian Games and the 2018 Korokotkov Memorial 

Tournament in Russia.

 “Wala akong mapaglagyan ng saya sa mga panalong 

ito. Masarap sa pakiramdam na yung sakripisyo mo at pagod ay 

may magandang resulta para sa bansa,” shared Marcial.

 

 But with all the accolades in his belt. Eumir has one 

remaining concern. “I’m thankful na nakakuha tayo ng bronze 

sa 2018 Asian Games, pero tingin ko may dapat pa akong 

mapatunayan,” he said.

 Now turning 24 years old, the once jeepney conductor 

has been receiving numerous calls from boxing promoters and 

officials, offering to turn get him into professional boxing. But 

the middleweight boxer has his eyes-fixed on the goal.

 “Ang dami 

pa ring tumatawag 

sa akin, pero lagi 

kong sinasabi 

na hindi lang 

ito pangarap 

ko sa sarili 

ko. Ito ay para 

sa tatay ko.  Kaya 

habang buhay pa 

siya, gusto kong makita 

niya na manalo ako sa darating na SEA games at makita niya ako 

sa Olympics,” shared a hopeful Marcial. (JDR)

S P O R T S  I C O N

Marcial’s
redeeming punch



“Last night, I was given firm instructions which 
I shall carry out, knowing beyond any doubt 
that national interest is primary concern of 

government, and should be of all. I accept the Chef de 
Mission position.”

 Thus were the words 
in Philippine Sports 

Commission Chairman 
Butch Ramirez’ 

press statement, 
just a day after 
he declined the 

same position.  

 “I really did not 
want to accept, out of 

sheer delicadeza because 
somebody was taken out of 

that position and because I am bound by duty to support 
the national team being the PSC chief,” explained Ramirez 
on his initial stance.

 But, seeing the anarchy in Philippine sports, 
Malcanang intervened and called Ramirez convincing 
him to accept.  He was given instructions to take care 
of the national athletes and get Team Philippine ready 

for the 30th Southeast Asian Games 
in November this year, issues and 

squabbles notwithstanding.

 The new CDM went to 
work immediately, calling all 
National Sports Association 

Presidents and Secretaries 
General to a meeting.  It was a 

resounding 
s u c c e s s 

with all NSAs represented.  
Philippine Olympic 
Committee president Ricky 
Vargas and Philippine 
Southeast Asian Games 
Organizing Committee 
Chairman Cong. Alan 
Peter Cayetano were also in 
attendance.  All three sports 
leaders called for unity.

 This was followed by 
a meeting with national coaches, held June 11 at the 
Multi-Purpose Arena at the Philsports Complex.  There 

was a lively 
d i s c u s s i o n 
of prospects 
in the 2019 
SEAG.  The 
c o a c h e s 
s i g n i f i e d 
their solid 
commitment 
to reach the 
top spot by 
signing on a 
“commitment 
wall” which is 
now displayed 
at the Team 
P h i l i p p i n e s 
s e c r e t a r i a t 
as a constant 
reminder of 
the national 
team’s aim for the number one spot. It was also a chance 
to connect with the coaches who were able to ask the PSC 
Board directly about the various concerns.  

 This will be followed by a general assembly of 
national athletes to boost their drive to make the team 
competing in the SEAG.

 Upon his acceptance of the CDM post, all four 
PSC Commissioners, namely, Ramon Fernandez, Arnold 
Agustin, Charles Maxey and Celia Kiram, threw their full 
support to Ramirez. They met with NSAs in their clusters 
to sort out pending requirements that are needed for 
their SEAG preparation.

 “It is hard work, 
yes, but with the help 
of the PSC family and 

cooperation of all 
partners, we can give 

our national athletes 
the support they 
need and deserve,” 

said Ramirez. (EVPB)

Chairman Ramirez
is Team Philippines CDM for 30th SEAG

A. Team Philippines Chef de   
    Mission William I . Ramirez 
    with POC President Ricky     
    Vargas.

B. One of the coaches writing on 
    the commitment wall during the 
    team Philippines coaches’
    meeting

C. (L-R) PHISGOC Chairman    
    and Congressman-elect Alan   
   Peter Cayetano with PSC    
   Chairman and Team Philippines    
   Chef de Mission William Ramirez, 
   and POC President Ricky Vargas
   pose for unity.
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Hitting the shuttlecock over the net to the opponent’s 
court using a racket and rallying --- that’s what 
badminton is. It is either played in singles or 

doubles.

 This Olympic sport was introduced by the Duke 
of Beaufort in the English county of Gloucestershire in the 
Badminton House in 1873 as a version of “poona”, a sport 
from India. It got its name from where it was first played.

 It was a demonstration sport in the 1972 Munich 
Olympics and made its debut as a regular event in the 
Olympics in Barcelona, Spain in 1992 along with baseball 
and women’s judo.  

 In the Philippines, it is quite a popular 
sport. There are a number of badminton clubs and 

warehouses-turned-badminton-court around the metro 
and in the provinces.  

 Badminton requires extensive body movement,  
which helps anyone playing it routinely to be physically 
strong and fit. This rigorous sport, helps regulate 
metabolism, improves thinking skills, reflexes, body 
coordination and even social skills.

 A truly home-grown talent is Sarah Joy Barredo, 
a Philippine Sports Commission employee’s daughter 
who used to just watch the national team practice when 
her mother Tess Barredo, would take her to work.  Her 
interest was piqued and started “playing” with the team.  
She went on to become a member of the national team 
stringing along other acheivements like  winning UAAP 
Season 81 Women’s Badminton Rookie of the Year.

b y  C h a r i z a  F e  V.  D e  Ve r a

Sarah Joy Barredo, UAAP Season 81 
Women’s Badminton Rookie of the 

Year recieving her award during Siklab 
Awards last June 27, 2018 with

her mother Tess Barredo
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PHI-KOR
FRIENDSHIP

A day filled with excitement and fun games welcomed 
the hardworking men and women of the Philippine 
Sports Commission (PSC) during this year’s Team 

Building Activity held May 31.

 With the goal of refocusing its visions for the 
national sports agency, PSC Chairman Wiliam Ramirez, 
together with the PSC Board of Commissioners led the 
activity of the agency held in Bagac, Bataan

 “I, along with the PSC Board want to honor and 
thank you all for the unrelenting work and support you 
have given to our Commission for the past 29 years. Today 
is a time to temporarily set aside our tasks, and enjoy the 
company of each other,” said Ramirez in his opening 
message.

 Employees were grouped in five teams, headed 
by Chairman Ramirez (Blue Team) and PSC Commissioner 
Arnold Agustin (Violet Team), Commissioner Ramon 
Fernandez (Red Team), Commissioner Celia Kiram 
(Orange Team) and Commissioner Charles Maxey (Green 
Team).

 The workforce participated in different relay 
games and obstacle races, showing one and all that they 
not only love sports, they also live sports.  

 A year of hard work  for our equally hard working 
national athletes, deserve one day of break to recharge, 
reconnect and rediscover team spirit.  On to 30! (JDR)

In one with the celebration of Philippines-Korea Friendship 
Anniversary held at Quirino Grandstand and as an agency in-charge 
of sports in the country, the Philippine Sports Commission 

coordinated with the National Parks and Development Committee 
(NPDC), Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) and 
Manila Traffic Police in regards to venue and security of participants, 
provided zumba instructor for the warm-up, presence of fifty athletes 
in the parade and of Chairman William I. Ramirez. (CFVD)

PSC Chairman William I. Ramirez and the
PSC Personnel in support of the Phil-Korea
Friendship Anniversary



The Philippine Sports Commission partnered with 
the Philippine Paralympic Committee to conduct 
the first leg of PILIPINAS PARA GAMES (PPG) – 

the agency’s national grassroots development program 
for the PWD community.

 “Napakasuwerte namin at dito unang ginawa 
‘yan ng PSC” as Gov. Crescencio Pacalso of Benguet 
expresses his gratitude to the agency at the Opening 
Ceremonies held last May 9 at the Benguet Sports 
Center. Over 200 differently-abled youth joined 
the competition with four events; athletics, chess,  
powerlifting and bocce. 

 PSC Commissioner Arnold Agustin, who is the 
oversight officer for our Para-athletes, was hands-on in 
the management of the Games. 

 Municipalities in the Province of Benguet 
including Baguio City participated in the 2019 PPG. 
Participants from Tuba, Itogon, Kapangan, Tublay, 
Bokod, La Trinidad and Mankayan endured the long 
travel in the mountains of Benguet just to be at the 
venue in time for the competitions.

B y  J a n  E r r o l  B .  F a c u n d o

Track and field competition.
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 La Trinidad bested other teams bringing home 11 
Gold medals, 17 Silver medals and 16 Bronze medals, followed 
by Baguio City with 9 golds, 4 silvers and 4 bronzes.  Mankayan 
came third with 6 golds, 2 silvers and 2 bronzes.

 Medalists received cash incentives amounting to 
P2,000 for gold, P1,000 for silver and P500 for bronze and the 
official mascot “Pina”.

 The 2019 Pilipinas Para Games will visit different 
Provinces to iscover and hone potential athletes for the 
National Para Team in preparation for the South East Asian 
Games on  November 2019.

 APRIL - JUNE 2019  | T H E  P O D I U M  20

The PSC working group for
2019 Pilipinas Para Games.

Photo by: Conrado Mendoza III



PSC – TAIWAN 
HOLD APEC 
SPORTS
POLICY
NETWORK 
WORKSHOP

To further sports development in the region, the 
Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) partnering 
with the Sports Administration (SA) and the 

Ministry of Education of Taiwan jointly held the 2019 
APEC Workshop on International Sports Events and 
Local Economic Development last June 3 at The 
Peninsula Manila, Makati City.

 Fifteen representatives from industry, 
government and the academe of nine APEC economies 
were invited to come together in the workshop to 
discuss the effects of international sports events on 
local economic development.

 In his opening ceremony speech, PSC 
Commissioner Ramon Fernandez welcomed the 
delegates and underscored the importance of the 
UNESCO-cited Children’s Games in various coastal 
islands the country “to promote sports, tourism, 
community spirit, and resource and ecosystem 
management.”

 SA Director-General Kao Chin-Hsung said that 
the APEC Sports Policy Network (ASPN), initiated and 

launched by the SA in 2016, holds two international 
meetings and publishes three APEC Sports 
Newsletters each year, forming a shared platform 

for policy exchange and information sharing for 
sports-related industries, governments and 
education sector in APEC economies. It has 
won a high level of affirmation and is regarded 
with great importance.

  “We would like to express our gratitude 
to the PSC on collaborating for this workshop. 
This project will help enable the participants to 
obtain and share information on the policies 
and integrating sports events and tourism,” said 
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Asean Sports Policy Network leaders together with PSC Commissioners Ramon Fernandez and Celia Kiram 

B y  J o a s h  D a v i d  L .  R i c a n o r



Director-General 
Kao.

 W i t h 
the country’s 
hosting of the 
2019 Southeast 
Asian Games at 
the end of this 
year, the event 
did not only seek 
to understand the 
related planning 
measures by the 
organizing committee and the PSC.  Senior officials 
from Japan, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam 
and Taiwan also attended the Sports Policy Dialogue 
session to know how each economy drive and invigorate 
economic development via holding sports events.

 K r z y s z t o f 
Kropielnicki, Head of 
Sportcal Events, gave 
a keynote speech on 
the assessment of 
sports events impact. 
In the afternoon 
session, Dr. Huang 
Ching-Yao, Director 
of the Center of 
Industry Accelerator 
and Patent Strategy 
(IAPS), National Chiao 
Tung University; Mr. 
Rene Meily, President 
of QBO Innovation 
Hub in the Philippines; 
and Ms. Joan Norton, 
Manager of Ilab UQ 
Accelerator shared 

sports innovation experiences in 
Taiwan, the Philippines and Australia.

Also, in line with APEC’s 2019 slogan 
“connecting people, building the 
future,” they also discussed the 
impact of the digital economy in the 
field of sports innovation.

The event added interaction and fun 
through situational simulation, where 
attendees were given an experience 
of what it’s like to invest in sports 

startups and products.

  With the support of various APEC 
economies, the workshop came to a successful 
conclusion. 

 T o 
showcase the 
unity between the 
Philippines and 
Taiwan, a korfball 
match between 
the National 
Taipei University 
of Education and 
the University of 
Santo Tomas was 
held at PhilSports 
Complex in Pasig.  
The foreign delegates also visited the historic Rizal 
Memorial Sports Complex in Malate, and was welcomed 
by PSC Chairman William Ramirez.

 The suggestions and exchanges of information 
in this event will be featured in the 8th APEC Sports 
Newsletter due to be published in August this year.
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The Podium.  An elevated platform used by an orchestra conductor,
a public speaker or a leader. A platform raised above the surrounding level to
give prominence to the person on it like the platform of three different levels

used during awarding ceremonies for athletes winning first, second and third places.

All of these definitions connect to the work we wish to accomplish as a Public 
Communications Office and as the sports agency of the government. 

To reach out to the public and let them know about the work and mandate of the 
Philippine Sports Commission (public speaker), to provide directions on sports 

development (leader) and to honor the achievements of Filipino athletes.

We at the PSC’s “Podium” commit to doing our very best to write about inspiring stories 
in sports that would continue to fan the embers of sports interest in our consciousness 

into a raging fire of sports dedication we hope to light up in your hearts.

PSC Commissioner Ramon Fernandez 
in attendance in the 6th ASPN Meeting  

Asean Sports Policy Netwotrk leaders together with PSC Commissioners 
Ramon Fernandez and Celia Kiram 

PSC Commissioner Celia Kiram as she talks about her 
keynote speech on Philippine Experience in Philippine 
Tourism

 APRIL - JUNE 2019  | T H E  P O D I U M   22




